United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



CE 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/532,810 


04/26/2005 


Kenji Kuwayama 


052503 


9420 



38834 7590 04/25/2007 

WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 
1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW 
SUITE 700 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 



EXAMINER 



BARAN, MARY C 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2857 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 04/25/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/532,810 


Applicant(s) 

KUWAYAMA ET AL. 


Examiner 

Mary C. Baran 


Art Unit 

2857 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 22 January 2007. Claims 1- 
20 are pending. Claims 7 and 17-20 are amended. 

2. The amendments filed 22 January 2007 are sufficient to overcome the prior claim 
objections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tsuboi 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,263,380) (hereinafter Tsuboi). 

Referring to claim 1 , Tsuboi teaches a measurement electronic device system 
(see Tsuboi, column 6 lines 43-48) comprising: a plurality of measurement electronic 
device units each having a measurement detector connected thereto and having a 
measuring function (see Tsuboi, column 6 lines 43-56 and Figure 1), the plural 
measurement electronic device units being connected in series by connectors to be 
capable of mutually conveying measurement data and signals (see Tsuboi, column 13 
lines 58-64), and one of the plural measurement electronic device units serving as a 
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parent device having a function of transmitting/receiving measurement data and signals 
to/from an external device (see Tsuboi, column 7 lines 11-18), wherein each of said 
plural measurement electronic device units has a memory storing a measured value 
(see Tsuboi, column 8 lines 49-61), and said parent device has a means for issuing a 
measured value save command to said plural measurement electronic device units 
including the own unit (see Tsuboi, column 13 lines 53-57), in response to a request 
from the external device (see Tsuboi, column 14 lines 13-19), to thereby cause said 
plural measurement electronic device units to simultaneously save measured values by 
the respective detectors in the memories (see Tsuboi, column 14 lines 20-26). 

Referring to claim 2, Tsuboi teaches that said measurement electronic device 
unit as the parent device has a means for causing all said measurement device units 
including the own unit which are connected in series to save the measured values by 
the respective detectors in the memories, also in response to an externally supplied 
measured value save command (see Tsuboi, column 7 lines 22-30 and column 10 lines 
17-27). 

Referring to claims 3 and 8, Tsuboi teaches that said measurement electronic 
device unit as the parent device has a means for selectively changing connection of a 
signal line connected to the other measurement electronic device units to one of a 
signal line from an external device and a signal line of an internal output (see Tsuboi, 
column 9 lines 4-6). 
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Referring to claims 4, 9 and 10, Tsuboi teaches that each of said measurement 
electronic device units except the parent device has a means for disconnecting mutually 
coupled signal lines to change connection to a signal line from an external part (see 
Tsuboi, column 14 lines 3-19). 

Referring to claims 5 and 11-13, Tsuboi teaches that each of said plural 
measurement electronic device units includes: a storing means for storing an operation 
parameter (see Tsuboi, column 8 lines 55-61 and column 10 lines 5-12); and an 
arithmetic means for performing an arithmetic operation on the measured value saved 
in the memory, based on the parameter stored in the storing means (see Tsuboi, 
column 11 lines 11-15). 

Referring to claims 6 and 14-16, Tsuboi teaches that said measurement 
electronic device unit as the parent device further includes a sum calculating means for 
calculating a sum of individual operation results calculated by the arithmetic means in 
the measurement electronic device units designated out of said plural measurement 
electronic device units (see Tsuboi, column 1 1 lines 11-15). 



Referring to claims 7 and 17-20, Tsuboi teaches that each of said plural 
measurement electronic device units (see Tsuboi, Figure 1) comprises: a main body 
housing the connector for mutual series connection and said respective means (see 
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Tsuboi, column 13 lines 58-64)); and a display unit attachable/detachable to/from the 
main body, the display unit including: a display displaying the measured value and the 
parameter; and operation keys (see Tsuboi, column 8 lines 26-31), and the main body 
and the display unit including connectors that directly connect the main body and that 
allow the main body and the display unit to be electrically connected via a connecting 
line when the display unit is detached from the main body (see Tsuboi, Figure 1 and 
column 6 lines 44-48). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 22 January 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Tsuboi does not teach that "said parent device has a 
means for issuing a measured value save command to said plural measurement 
electronic device units including the own unit, in response to a request from the external 
device to thereby cause said plural measurement electronic device units to 
simultaneously save measured values by the respective detectors in the memories." 
However, Applicants arguments are not well taken. Tsuboi teaches transmitting a 
vacant memory address ID to the personal computer (see Tsuboi, column 13 lines 53- 
57) and determining when the transmission of the memory address ID has concluded 
(see Tsuboi, column 14 lines 13-19). After transmission has concluded, measurement 
data can be collected and stored (see Tsuboi, column 14 lines 20-26). Therefore, 
Tsuboi teaches issuing a save command which causes the electronic device units to 
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simultaneously save measured values by the respective detectors in the memories (see 
Tsuboi, column 13 lines 53-57 and column 14 lines 20-26), in response to a request 
from the external device (see Tsuboi, column 14 lines 13-19). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary C. Baran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
221 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc S. Hoff can be reached on (571) 272-2216. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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